
2015  Maryland General Assembly Legislative Highlights 

Thank you for the honor and privilege of representing you in the Maryland State Senate.  After serving 13 years in the House of 
Delegates, I had a productive 2015 Senate session and want to provide you with an overview of some of the legislation passed and 
issues for the upcoming 2016 session.  My best wishes to you and your family for a happy holiday season. 

Our Balanced Budget and Protecting our Priorities 
The 2015 session began with a new Governor, legislators, and 
challenges for the state.  The General Assembly worked dili-
gently to pass a balanced budget that protects our investments 
in education, health care, public safety, the environment and 
other longstanding priorities that will enable our economy to 
grow, while reducing the structural deficit by over 69% and 
maintaining our AAA bond rating and Rainy Day Fund.  This 
year’s capital budget includes almost $4.1 billion for road re-
pairs, library, hospital, and school construction and other pro-
jects that improve the quality of life and create thousands of 
jobs.     
 
Education:  Our investment in education has enabled Mary-
land to rank number one nationwide for five years in a row.  
This year, we have invested over $6.1 billion in K-12 educa-
tion and $280 million in school construction funding.  In re-
sponse to the Governor’s budget proposal that made significant 
cuts to public education, particularly the Geographic Cost of 
Education Index (GCEI) that has helped Montgomery County, 
the legislature passed a budget to allow him to restore those 
cuts.  However, the Governor, who under our state Constitution 
holds the final decision as to whether to allocate the funds to 
the GCEI, chose not to restore this funding.  The legislature 
passed a law to mandate GCEI funding moving forward in next 
cycle and also budgeted over $5.53 billion for our public col-
leges and over $437 million for higher education capital pro-
jects, including over $54 million for our community colleges.  
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Protecting our Environment:  The legislature passed bills which I cosponsored to place a two 
year Moratorium on Fracking, thereby allowing us time to further study and gather critical evi-
dence on its impact on the environment and public health and safety; and to codify the Maryland 
Commission on Climate Change.  
 
Human Trafficking:  As the lead sponsor, I led efforts to pass a law to create a Safe Harbor 
Workgroup for Youth Victims of Human Trafficking, which held meetings across the state 
and will issue a report identifying vital assistance and resources and proposed legislation and 
policies to help youth victims break out of the cycle of abuse and exploitation. I also passed a law 
to allow human trafficking victims to assert an Affirmative Defense of Duress in a charge of 
prostitution, thereby enabling them  escape the downward spiral of abuse and recover and rebuild 
their lives, get jobs, housing and other essentials. 
 
Domestic Violence:  As the lead sponsor in the Senate, I passed legislation allowing a judge the 
flexibility to order “necessary relief” in a final protective order to better tailor relief and a law to 
allow a Maryland victim to petition for a protective order for abuse occurring outside of our state. 

Senator Susan Lee is the recipient of the Mary-
land Network Against Domestic Violence 2015 
Legislative Award in recognition of her work 
on laws to fight domestic violence. 

Protecting the Elderly and Vulnerable 
Adults from Financial Exploitation:  As the 
lead sponsor, I led efforts to pass a law to al-
low prosecutors to freeze the assets of a de-
fendant who is charged with a financial crime 
against an elderly or vulnerable adult to pre-
vent the transfer or shielding of stolen assets. 

Home Invasions:  As lead sponsor, I 
strengthened the Home Invasion law I passed 
in 2014 by including “home invasion” in the 
definition of “crimes of violence.” 

 to
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Crime Victims Access to DNA Evidence:  As the lead sponsor, I led 
efforts to pass legislation to have law enforcement officials provide vic-
tims  notice of a finding of DNA evidence, Match, or entry into the a da-
tabase.    

Transgender Individuals Rights:  As the lead sponsor, I passed a law to 
allow transgender individuals to have their birth certificates reflect the 
correct gender without a court order, surgery, or placing a marker on the 
certificate.  Following on the heels of the 2014 anti-discrimination legis-
lation, this law will help avoid potential employment or other discrimina-
tion or physical harm or danger.   

 My District 16 House colleagues and I obtained funding for Bethesda 
Graceful Growing Together Community Center, which is a facility 
that will serve individuals from diverse and multi-cultural and genera-
tional communities; and the Josiah Henson Park, where students can 
learn about the history of slavery and the fight for freedom and justice. 

Supporting Maryland’s Economy and Business:  I cosponsored  laws 
to carry out the recommendations of the Augustine Commission to 
streamline processes and regulations, create a Small Business Regula-
tions Advisory Council, and other measures to grow our economy. 

About Susan:  Susan, who is a civil rights attorney, was elected to the Maryland Senate 
in 2014 after serving 13 years in the House of Delegates.  She is a Member of the Senate 
Judicial Proceedings Committee; Joint Committee on Cybersecurity, Information Tech-
nology & Biotechnology; Maryland Cybersecurity Council; and Safe Harbor Workgroup 
on Youth Victims of Human Trafficking.  As President of the Women’s Legislative Cau-
cus and Co Chair of the Commission on Maryland Cybersecurity Innovation and Excel-
lence; Identity Theft Task Force; and Nanobiotechnology Task Force, Susan has led pas-
sage of laws to fight domestic violence, sexual assault, human trafficking, elder and child 
abuse, home invasions, cybercrimes, identity theft and to advance education, telehealth, 
bioscience and IT.   

In the 2016 legislative session, as the lead sponsor, I will be spearheading efforts to pass the Equal 
Pay for Equal Work legislation, which will update Maryland’s over 25 year old pay equity law and 
eliminate pay disparities and defenses based on sex and gender.  I will continue to work on laws to 
fight human trafficking and uplift victims, domestic violence, sexual assault, and senior and child 
abuse; protect Maryland against devastating cyber attacks and identity theft; and propel Maryland 
forward as the epicenter of cyber and bioscience innovation and jobs. 

Senator Susan Lee with Attorney General Brian 
Frosh at a meeting of the Maryland  
Cybersecurity Council. 

Advancing Cybersecurity, Innovation, and Jobs:  The Maryland Cybersecurity Council, which was created by 
legislation I authored and was the lead sponsor, will produce proactive, proposed laws and policies to fight cyber attacks 
that could devastate our government, economy, and infrastructures; and make Maryland the epicenter of cyber innovation 
and jobs.  The Council, which is chaired by Attorney General Brian Frosh and composed of a wide range of stakeholders, is 
building on the first ever cybersecurity laws passed by and significant work of the former Maryland Commission on Cyber-
security, Innovation & Excellence, which I served and led as Co-Chair. 

Identity Theft:  As lead sponsor, I passed a law to prosecute the surge in new types of sophisticated Identity Theft crimes 
that are committed using sensitive personal information other than a victim’s name, particularly in the area of  health care. 
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